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MAIN POINT

We should be prepared to share the gospel whenever the Spirit gives us
opportunity.

GETTING STARTED

Do you think it would be harder to share the gospel with someone in the church parking
lot or while waiting for your drink at a coffee shop? Why?

Where were you when someone shared the gospel with you?

DIGGING DEEPER

READ ACTS 8:26-29.

How would you describe Philip’s response to the Spirit’s instructions? What does this tell
us about Philip?

How is this situation similar to one could you run into in your everyday life?

What do you think is the best way to approach someone who seems open to learning
about Christ?

READ ACTS 8:30-35.

What might have happened if Philip was unprepared to talk about Scripture or unfamiliar
with the Isaiah prophecy? What does this tell us about the connection between
personal time in God's Word and spreading the good news of Jesus?
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What was Philip's approach to sharing the gospel with the Ethiopian? What can we learn
from his example? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:36-40.

What do you think we can learn about baptism from this passage?

Note: The ESV does not include verse 37, since it is missing from some of more reliable
manuscripts. Verse 37 says, "And Philip said, 'If you believe with  all you heart, you may.' And he
replied, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.'"

Would Philip’s visit with the man still have been worthwhile even if he hadn’t committed
to following Christ on the spot? Why?

LIVING IT OUT

What are some specific opportunities you have to share the gospel with friends or family
members?

How might you be more prepared to share the gospel at a moment’s notice?

What gifts has God given you that He could use to minister to people? on a mission trip?

PRAY

Share needs and pray for each other.

Pray for some of the 5-10 people God has placed in your life you would like to share
the gospel with.

Pray for the Venture team going to Mexico October 20-22.

COMMENTARY

ACTS 8:26-40

The Pharisees instigated persecution against the Jerusalem church (Acts 8:1). The apostles
remained in Jerusalem, but other believers scattered into Judea and Samaria. Philip, a believer,
traveled to a Samaritan city, preached the gospel, and performed signs. The Samaritans responded
positively to his work (vv. 4-8). Simon, a sorcerer, “believed” and was baptized (vv. 9-13). Simon was
amazed at the miracles Philip performed.

The apostles in Jerusalem heard about events in Samaria and sent Peter and John to investigate.
The two apostles prayed that the Samaritan converts would receive the Spirit. When Peter and
John laid hands on them, the Spirit came (vv. 14-17). Simon saw what transpired and offered to buy
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the ability to bestow the Spirit. Peter rebuked Simon, telling him to repent and to pray for
forgiveness. Simon asked Peter to pray for him (vv. 18-24). Afterward, the apostles returned to
Jerusalem, preaching in Samaritan villages along the way (v. 25).

8:26-40. An angel directed Philip to go to the road that led from Jerusalem to Gaza (v. 26). Stephen
obeyed and encountered an Ethiopian eunuch returning home from worshiping in Jerusalem (vv.
27-28). Philip seized the opportunity to proclaim the good news about salvation in Jesus (vv. 29-35).
The eunuch responded positively, and Philip baptized him (vv. 36-38). The Spirit took Philip away,
but the eunuch continued his journey home, elated at finding Christ (v. 39). Philip preached in the
coastal cities of the Mediterranean Sea on the way to Caesarea (v. 40).

8:29. An angel instructed Philip to leave Samaria and travel south to the road that led to Gaza on
the route to Egypt. There God would provide him a special situation. Philip immediately obeyed,
and on the road to Gaza he met an Ethiopian eunuch, the treasurer of Candace, queen of Ethiopia
(see v. 27). Ethiopia was an area south of Egypt.

The eunuch was returning home after worshiping in Jerusalem. The term “eunuch” could refer to a
man who had been castrated or could mean “treasurer.” He was a God-fearer, a worshiper of the
one true God; but if he had been deprived of his manhood, then his physical condition prevented
him from converting to Judaism. He may have been attracted to Judaism’s moral and ethical
teachings. In his chariot he was reading from a large scroll, from a portion of the prophet Isaiah.

This eunuch was a high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, and was in charge of her entire
treasury. Candace is the hereditary title for all the queens of Ethiopia. The eunuch was sitting in his
chariot, perhaps an ox-drawn wagon.

8:30-31. Philip’s question and the Ethiopian’s response imply that the Old Testament passage the
eunuch was reading (Isa 53:7-8) required interpretation in light of what God had done in Jesus of
Nazareth. The eunuch’s response to Philip’s question was suggestive: How can I . . . unless someone
guides me? This question underscores a prominent theme in Luke-Acts: the need for Christian
interpreters of Old Testament prophetic texts. Jesus had done this for the apostles (see Luke
24:44-45); in turn, they had interpreted Old Testament texts for the Jews in Jerusalem.

8:32-34. The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7-8, apparently from the Greek text. It is likely that he
was reading the entire Suffering Servant section of Isaiah (52:13–53:12). The eunuch’s question, who
is the prophet saying this about, allowed Philip to explain Jesus as the subject of the passage. It is
Jesus, not Isaiah, who suffered for the sins of humanity (Isa 53:6). From the earliest days of the
church, the Suffering Servant section has been seen as an ideal starting place for explaining the
gospel.

8:35 Philip’s words were good news to the eunuch, for he was included in the gospel and had
access to God’s grace in Christ. Although he could not be accepted as a Jewish convert, he would
be accepted by God if he placed his faith in Christ. After Philip explained Isaiah 53:7-8, he moved to
other passages that pointed to Jesus, probably using such texts as Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-5; 42:1-4; 49:1-6;
50:4-11; and 52:13–53:12.

8:38-40. The Ethiopian requested and was granted baptism just as soon as he believed. That they
went into the water and then came up out of the water apparently indicates baptism by
immersion. A miracle is indicated by carried Philip away, for the eunuch came “up out of the water”
and found himself alone. The Holy Spirit had taken Philip to his next appointment, a place called
Azotus.
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